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& Ming Dao Bible Lecturelll «&
The Wise Family - According to Proverbs
Dr. Bruce K. Waltke
(20 May 2006)

Introduction

God’s Social Institutions.

1. Home: To propagate the human race in a nuclear community of
mutual love and of support. Antedates the Fall.

2. State: To restrain crime.

3. Church: To create a universal community to worship him and to love
one another.

Need for Study.

1. Divorce rate:  1900: 1 of 12; 1920: 1 of 6;

1970: 1 of 2; 2000: cohabitation.

2. The modern attempt to create a society in which no one family form is
privileged over any other is literally unprecedented in human history.
It is, by definition, the abolition of marriage. And when the family
falls, the state expands.

3. “I hate divorce,” says | AM (Mal. 2:16).

Need for Direction.

1. “Matrimony is the high sea for which no compass has yet been
invented.” (Heine)

2. Proverbs: Success in marriage is much more than finding the right
person; it is a matter of being the right person.

3. N.B. In the biblical world, marriages were arranged: “Love the person
you marry.”

Marriage: A Most Holy Institution.

1. High Priest was Married. (Lev. 21:10-13)

2. Nazirite was Married. (Num. 6)

3. Celibacy to Better Serve the Lord. (1 Cor. 7)

Wise Husband

Fears | AM. (Prov. 1:7)

1. Cognitive Response to | AM’s Revelation. (Ps. 19:7-9; Prov. 2:1-5)

2. Spiritual Response of Humility. (Prov. 22:4)

3. Fear / Awe of | AM: Faith that He holds our lives and death in His
hands. (Exod. 14:31)

Values His Good Wife As God’s Gift. (Prov. 18:22; Gen. 2:18-25)

Caveat: Values a Good Wife. (Prov. 30:21-23)

Praises His Wife. (Prov. 27:5; 31:28-29)

Wise / Teachable. (Prov. 4:3-4)
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Wise / Of Noble Character.

1. Righteous: Serves others, not self. (Prov. 1:3)
2. Diligent. (Prov. 10:2-5)

3. Cool-tempered. (Prov. 14:17)

4. Sober. (Prov. 23:29-35)

Provider and Leader. (Prov. 24:27)

. WiseWife
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Fears | AM. (Prov. 31:30)

AVirgin at Time of Marriage. (Prov. 30:18-20)

Finds Fulfillment in Her Home. (Prov. 14:1; 31:10-31)

Loyal to Her Husband. (Prov. 2:16-17)

Desires to Bring Her Husband Honor. (Prov. 12:4)

Not To Rule Him. (1 Pet. 3:5-6; Gen 3:16; Cf. Gen. 4:7)

Not Quarrelsome or Ill-tempered. (Prov. 27:15; 21:9, 19)
Entrepreneurial. (Prov. 31:21-25)

A “Wild Goat”: A godly father’s prayer for his son. (Prov. 5:18-19)

Wise Parents
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Together Build the Home. (Prov. 1:8; 10:1; 24:27; 14:1; 31:26)
Believe in Original Sin. (Prov. 19:27; 22:15; 29:18)
Believe in Discipline. (Prov. 22:6)
Respect the Child’s Dignity. (Prov. 4:3)
Exemplify the Teaching. (Prov. 4:3; “Son”: biological and spiritual)
Recognize Levels of Discipline [Musar].
1. Show Benefits of Proper Behavior. (Prov. 1:8-9)
2. Show Consequences of Improper Behavior. (Prov. 3:31-35)
3. Warn Sin Becomes A Pathology. (Prov. 4:14-17)
4. Be Proactive.
a. Address Easy Money Beforehand. (Prov. 1:10-19)
b. Address Easy Sex Beforehand. (Prov. 7:1-27)
5. Use Non-Abusive Corporal Punishment. (Prov. 13:24; 23:13-14;
29:15)
Rebuke [Yakah] only the Discerning, Not a Fool.
1. God’s Rebuke Expresses His Love. (Prov. 3:11-12; Heb. 12:5-6)
2. Rebuke Neighbor. (Lev. 19:17-18)
3. Rebuke Discerning. (Prov. 19:25; 9:7-9)
Recognize Value of Severe Punishment. (Prov. 20:30)

Conclusion: Whereto Begin
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With Humility. (Prov. 15:32)
With Repentance. (Prov. 28:13)
With Faith. (Prov. 16:3)

~The End ~



