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Lesson 3: The Grace of Revelation: The Proclamation of the Gospel

Introduction: The Power of the Word of God
1. The Ora Word of God

2. TheWritten Word of God

A. The Question: What Did these Laws Mean for Ancient Israel ?
1. Contemporary Answersto the Question
a.  They meant nothing.

b. They were a heavy burden for the Israelites

c. They offer awindow into the social world of ancient Isragl.

d. They provided Israel with away of salvation.

2. Moses Answers
The First Answer (4:1-8)
Knowledge of the will of God is the supreme privilege of the covenant people of God (4:1-8).

(1) First, the Torah that he is teaching is normative and canonical by definition (vv. 1-2).

(2) Obedience to the Torah that he is teaching is the key to life (vv. 3-4).

(3) Knowledge of the Torah that he is teaching is the highest privilege imaginable (vv. 5-8).
Prayer to Every God (Ancient Near Eastern texts Relating to the Old Testament, ed. J. B.
Pritchard (1969), 391-92.



b. The Second Answer (6:20-25)
Obedience to the will of God is the supreme delight of the covenant people of God.
(1) The Gospel According to Moses
e Yahweh rescued Israel from the bondage of Egypt with a mighty hand.

e Yahweh performed great and devastating signs and wonders in Egypt while the
Israelites watched, thereby declaring them His special people.

e Yahweh brought Israel out of that land, in order to bring them into the land He had
promised on oath to the ancestors.

e Yahweh spoke to the Israelites at Sinai, revealing to them His will (v. 24).
(2) The Required Response According to Moses

(3) The Promise According to Moses
e For Israel’s Good
e Forlsradl’sLife
e For Israel’sApproval

Conclusion
1. This passage highlights the importance of deliberate strategies for transmitting the faith.

2. This passage teaches clearly the relationship between law and grace within the divine plan of
salvation and sanctification.

Question: How shall we reconcile this perspective with Paul's outspoken statements regarding the
death-dealing effect of the law in contrast to the life that comes by the Spirit (Rom 2:12-13;
4:13-15; 7:8-9; 8:2-4; 10:4-5; 1 Cor 3:6; Gal 3:12-13,21-24; 5:18)?

a. First, Moses statement concerning the life-giving/sustaining effects of the law is consistent
with Moses' teaching in 30:15-20, and is of a piece with the teaching of the Old Testament
elsewhere.

b. From a hermeneutical and theological perspective, later revelation cannot correct earlier
revelation, asif there were some defect in it.

c. The consistent with witness of all Scripture:
e Yahweh's gracious [i.e., unmerited] saving actions yields the fruit of a redeemed people.
e A redeemed people yields the fruit of righteous deeds.
e Righteous deeds yield the fruit of divine blessing.
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